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Collection 
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition: Oral Histories of North Carolina Social Justice 
Activists 
 
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition 
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition: Oral Histories of North Carolina Social Justice 
Activists is a multi-phased oral history project which explores the stories and 
traditions of social justice activism in North Carolina through in-depth interviews 
with highly respected activists and organizers.  Selected for the integrity and high 
level of skill in their work dedicated to social justice, the interviewees represent a 
diversity of age, gender, and ethnicity. These narratives capture the richness of a 
set of activists with powerful perspectives on social justice and similar visions of 
the common good. These are tales of transition and transformation, sea change 
and burnout, organizing successes and heart wrenching defeats. These are the 
stories of the Movement.  This collection will be a valuable addition to the modest 
amount of literature about contemporary social justice activism in the South.   
 
Use Restrictions 
The Heirs Project reserves all rights. This transcript is provided for individual 
research purposes only. For all other uses, including publication, reproduction and 
quotation beyond fair use, permission must be obtained in writing from Heirs to a 
Fighting Tradition, contact www.heirsproject.org, 919-523-3193, 
organize@heirsproject.org. Eventually, all of these oral histories will be archived in 
the Southern Historical Collection at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.  
At that point copy write may change.   
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